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Connecting the Dots – Consistent Code Interpretations
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How it Used to Be
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Why That is a BIG Problem
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Other “Little” Problems

Depending on who interprets the codes, there are two completely 
different methods to determine setback distances.

Depending on the level of familiarity with hydrogen:
What code do I use?
How do I navigate from one code to another?
What is a safe setback distance?
How do I separate the “hydrogen” from the “fuel cell”?

I know, mix and match the biggest distances so I can be sure to be 
right!!!
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How HELP Helped

By recommending competent and well respected fire 
consultants to industry.

By helping to show AHJ’s (Fire & Building officials) that there 
is a simple, clear path through the codes surrounding 
hydrogen.

SBCC

By providing a forum to disseminate the latest engineering 
and scientific research on hydrogen showings its pluses 
and minuses.
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The Path
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The Product

cal hydrogen storage siting criteria for quantities less than 
6 standard cubic feet (scf) and 4,226 to 21,125 scf.   
nformation is provided as a service by Plug Power.  Interpretation by the 

ority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) will determine final setback distances. 

Controlling 
Code 

Setback 
< 4,226 
scfa 

Setback 
4,226 to 
21,125 
scfa 

com Cabinets, Enclosures, and 
com Equipment 

RT cabinet; CPS cabinet; 
Power Pedestal; 
Transfer/Disconnect 
switches; BTS; BSC; AC 
meter   

IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft 

Non-rated construction or 
openings within 25 feet  

IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft 

2-hour construction and no 
openings within 25 feet  

IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

0 ft 5 ft 

dings on the same property 

4-hour construction and no 
openings within 25 feet 

IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

0 ft 0 ft 

erground flammable or combustible liquid storage, distance to 
or fill opening 

IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft 

ion sources (including appliance burner igniters, hot work and 
urfaces capable of igniting flammable vapors) 

IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft 

Overhead electric wire IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft  head Electric utilities 

Overhead bus, trolley or 
train wire 

IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft  

ic streets, alleys, ways  IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft 

oor areas of public assembly IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft 

ic sidewalks and parked vehicles   IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft 

of adjoining property that can be built upon  IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft 

vegetation and combustible materials IFC 
2703.12/ 
2704.11 

15 ft 25 ft 

ntake openings  IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft  

Diked, distance to dike IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft ve ground flammable or 
bustible liquid storage 

Not diked, distance to tank IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft 

tional flammable gas storage areas IFC Table 
3504.2.1 

5 ft 10 ft 

 




